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September 1, 2023 
 
The Honorable Bruce Westerman 
Chairman, House Natural Resources Committee 
202 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-0404 
 
On behalf of the 600 members of the Alaska Travel Industry Association (ATIA), 
we urge you to support HR 1314, The LODGE Act, a bill which would allow land 
management agencies to enter into agreements with housing entities to provide 
housing relief in public lands gateway communities. 
 
In forums, conventions, summits, and other events around Alaska in the past few 
years, ATIA has heard repeatedly about housing shortages affecting 
communities large and small. While silver bullets for this challenge are elusive, 
one solution for our gateway communities lies in The LODGE Act.  
 
Communities which include Department of Interior agencies can benefit from 
the bill’s purpose of developing a shared housing model to be built and managed 
by federal funding. Once established, it would be available to employees 
working in the community from both inside and outside those agencies. This 
would relieve housing pressure in the seasonal worker segment, one which is 
most challenging to accommodate. Alaskan communities such as Sitka, Skagway, 
Gustavus, Seward, Healy, King Salmon, and Port Alsworth are some of the towns 
which could be encompassed by this bill.  
 
When fundamental pressures such as workforce and housing shortages become 
less dire, the positive impacts of Alaska’s broad tourism economy become more 
expansive. Our sector is responsible for $4.5 billion in total economic output 
annually in the state while generating $2.5 billion in direct visitor spending. With 
solutions like The LODGE Act in the pipeline, our impact can only grow. 
 
Thank you for considering support for this bill. Please reach out if ATIA can 
answer any questions or provide additional information.  
 
Sincerely, 

    
Jillian Simpson    Craig Jennison, TEMSCO Helicopters 
ATIA President & CEO   ATIA Board of Directors Chair 
 
 
Cc:   The Honorable Blake Moore 

The Honorable Mary Peltola 

2022-2023 

Executive Officers 
 

Board Chair 
Craig Jennison 

TEMSCO Helicopters 
 

Vice Chair 
Josh Howes 

Premier Alaska Tours 
 

Secretary/Membership Chair 
Emily Edenshaw 

Alaska Native Heritage Center 
 

Treasurer/Finance Chair 
Dave McGlothlin 

Holland America Group 
 

Tourism Policy & Planning Chair 
Colleen Stephens 

Stan Stephens Glacier & Wildlife Cruises 
 

Government Relations Co-Chairs 
Elizabeth Hall 

John Hall’s Alaska 
Dennis McDonnell 
Alaska Coach Tours 

 
Marketing Co-Chairs 

Jacqueline Taylor-Rose 
White Pass & Yukon Route 

Dan Rough 
Holland America Line 

 
Immediate Past Chair 

Scott Habberstad 
Alaska Airlines 

 
ATIA President & CEO 

Jillian Simpson 
 

Board of Directors 

 
Matt Atkinson 

Northern Alaska Tour Company 
Adriel Butler 

Borealis Base Camp 
Lalanya Downs 

Cruise Lines International Association 

Heather Dudick 
Alaska Railroad 

Camille Ferguson 
Sitka Tribe of Alaska 

Mandy Garcia 
Salmon Berry Tours 

Dave Karp 
Nome Discovery Tours 

Juno Kim 
Ovibos Consulting 

Scott McCrea 
Explore Fairbanks 

Bill Pedlar 
Knightly Tours  

Liz Perry 
Travel Juneau 

Stacey Simmons 
Kodiak Brown Bear Center 

Linda Springmann 
Port of Seattle 

 
EX OFFICIO 

Anthony Giliam 
Premier Alaska Tours  

Holly Johnson 
Wings Airways & Taku Glacier 

LodgOFFICIO  

http://www.alaskatia.org/

