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Alaska Travel Industry Association announces 2025 Annual Industry Awards and makes 
significant donation to Western Alaska 

 
ANCHORAGE, AK- The Alaska Travel Industry Association (ATIA), the state’s leading nonprofit trade organization for 
Alaska’s tourism industry, announced its 2025 Visitor Industry Awards recipients at its annual convention in Anchorage. 
Awards were presented during the three-day event at the Dena’ina Center, which featured fundraising efforts for 
victims of the recent Typhoon Halong affecting Western Alaska.  
 
In addition to the awards presented, an initial $10,000 was donated to Western Alaska relief by ATIA as a percentage of 
Thursday evening live auction proceeds, followed by matching contributions from Alaska Airlines, the Royal Caribbean 
Group, and Northern Alaska Tour Company for a total of over $40,000 contributed during the week. 
 
Award winners are selected by visitor industry peers based on professional excellence and service to Alaska’s tourism 
industry. 
 

Alyeska Award: Denali Park Adventures 

Aurora Award: Victoria Wright, Visit Sitka 

Chuck West Award: Matt Cope & Kelly Ann Cavaretta, Salted Roots Alaska 

Cultural Tourism Award: Kantishna Roadhouse 

Denali Award: Chris McGraw, Sitka Dock Company 

Stan Stephens Stewardship Award: Camp Denali 

Lifetime Achievement Award: Kirk Hoessle, Alaska Wildland Adventures 

Visitor Industry Hall of Fame: Peter Grunwaldt & Tim Worthen, Premier Alaska Tours 

http://www.alaskatia.org/
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“It is a privilege to honor our 2025 award winners,” said Jillian Simpson, ATIA president & CEO. “These outstanding 
individuals and organizations embody the spirit of innovation, community, and sustainable stewardship that defines 
Alaska’s visitor industry. Their dedication elevates not only their own businesses but strengthens the entire statewide 
tourism ecosystem. Congratulations to each winner — your leadership helps ensure Alaska remains a world-class 
destination for years to come.” 
 
Alyeska Award 
This award will be presented to a business or organization, including a chamber of commerce or destination marketing 
organization, for its outstanding leadership, professional excellence, and group contribution to the Alaska travel 
industry. 
 
Aurora Award 
This award recognizes an emerging leader who demonstrates excellence, creativity, and initiative in his/her profession. 
Nominees must work in Alaska tourism year-round and be younger than 35 years old before the end of the calendar 
year in which he/she is nominated. Nominees must have worked in the tourism industry for at least five years (minimum 
three years full-time) and be a role model for others, personally and professionally. 
 
Chuck West Award 
It was Marguerite West’s intention to carry on the tradition and to honor her husband with this award which will be 
given to a new pioneer in the industry who has exhibited entrepreneurial creativity, innovation and courage in the 
introduction of a successful new product for the benefit and enjoyment of Alaska’s visitors. 
 
Cultural Tourism Award 
This award will be presented to a person or an entity who has contributed to the development of cultural tourism in 
Alaska. The award honors those who have created meaningful visitor experiences that contribute to the sharing of 
Alaska’s Indigenous cultural heritage.  
 
Denali Award 
This award will be presented to a living individual for his or her outstanding leadership, professional excellence, and 
personal contribution to the Alaska travel industry. 
 
Stan Stephens Stewardship Award 
This award commemorates the passion and dedication that Stan Stephens lived by in his commitment to safeguard a 
place he loved dearly. Stan was a meticulous steward of Prince William Sound and after the Exxon Valdez oil spill, 
publicly declared that he would dedicate the rest of his life to making sure the area was protected. Recipients of this 
award, like Stan, will have worked nobly and passionately over time to protect a place or resource or pursue a just cause 
that greatly benefits all of us in travel and tourism. The award will only be presented during years when a qualified 
recipient has been nominated. 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
While not a standing annual award, this recognition will be conferred upon an individual who has demonstrated lifelong 
support of and leadership in Alaska tourism, promoted industry standards of excellence, and contributed to the 
industry’s growth as a whole. 
 
Visitor Industry Hall of Fame  
The award was re-instituted by ATIA as an expansion of AVA’s Hall of Fame. It is conferred upon an individual for a 
lifetime of leadership, passion and commitment to Alaska’s travel and visitor industry. It is not awarded annually. The 
individuals receiving this award have been identified as contributing substantially to the development of the Alaska 
visitor industry. 
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About the Alaska Travel Industry Association  
The Alaska Travel Industry Association is the state’s leading statewide membership organization for travel and tourism 
businesses and the proud manager of the Travel Alaska marketing program. ATIA works in partnership with the State of 
Alaska to strengthen the state’s tourism brand, grow visitation, and demonstrate tourism’s critical role in Alaska’s 
economy and communities. ATIA has long managed Alaska’s destination marketing program: Travel Alaska. For more 
information, visit www.alaskatia.org. 
 

       ### 

http://www.alaskatia.org/

	Alaska Travel Industry Association announces 2025 Annual Industry Awards and makes significant donation to Western Alaska
	About the Alaska Travel Industry Association


